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Try to attend if you are able. The 
AGM really is important in that if 
the Guild is to be properly guided 
by its members then we really 
need as many members as possi-
ble to give their opinion and vote (if 
required). In my experience mem-
bers who attend the AGM etc. be-
come better chimney sweeps and 
have better businesses. There is 
no one factor which causes this, 
it’s just a great mix of education / 
awareness, networking and social-
izing which lead to overall improve-
ment. 

The show is set to be the biggest 
and best yet. Many more exhibitors 
showing us products and services 
we all use and need. The photog-
rapher will be attending again so 
anyone who needs an updated 
professional mug shot for the web-
site can get one. 

I’m very much looking forward to 
seeing you all at the meeting and 
even more so at the dinner. We 
will be pressing the exhibitors for 
some excellent raffle prizes and 
adding a few from the Guild. Last 
year the raffle raised over £500 for 
CO Gas Safety. Please reply as 
soon as possible if you plan to at-
tend the AGM and / or the dinner. 
You can of course still come if you 

don’t tell us but there will be noth-
ing for you to eat. 

Raffle Prizes so far donated: 

The Ecoburn Plus 4 Stove from 
Arada worth £699 

The Baby Gabriel Stove from Do-
cherty worth £495 

Customer Database from LK 
Saunders worth £249 

Tape measures from Trollul 

Champagne from AMAC Engineer-
ing 

Rotorvent - Ultra Lite 2 (revolving 
cowl) from Colt Cowls worth £160  

Ash Vac from Specflue worth £90 

Chimterm flue liner cowl from Mid-
tec worth £50 

Chimney Sweep Insurance Policy 
up to the value of £178 donated by 
Jelf 

Facebook page & 1 bespoke tab 
donated by Codastar worth £325 

60 Hepa Flo disposable bags do-
nated by Sturdy Vac worth 
£105.60 

Ron Clarks Famous Ladder Rest 
donated by Ability worth £60 

£250 from Landy Vent 

Bottle of Baileys from Dust Control 
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A letter from the Chairman 
 Along with the board and the NACS I 

have taken on the task of ensuring 

that the industry standard takes off 

and is accepted as the de facto.  

We have gone about this task in sev-

eral ways; one such method is direct 

contact with Local Authorities and 

Landlord Associations. 

I recently gave a demonstration of 

the new standard and the risk of 

chimney fires to Hereford Council. 

 This meeting comprised of over 100 

landlords, the fire service, the Con-

servation Officer of Hereford Council 

and very many other officials and 

companies. 

The outcome of this 

meeting was excellent for 

the Guild chimney sweeps 

of Hereford as only sweeps 

meeting the standard will 

be used for sweeping jobs.  

This may affect your company if you 

serve the area and currently do not 

meet the standard.  

There are several things that were 

discussed which I will bullet point and 

you will need to buy some of the new 

certificates and warning notices to 

comply. 

Smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarms must be checked when in 

rooms serving live appliances that 

you are sweeping. Where not 

fitted this must be documented 

and recommended. 

 

Ventilation must be checked. Any 

appliance which does not have 

suitable ventilation must be con-

demned in line with the standard. 

 

Triplicate certificates will be used 

one copy for you, one for the 

council or landlord and one for 

the tenant. 

 

The good fuel guide will be given 

to all tenants along with advice of 

fuel type and storage. 

 

Soot will always be taken from 

the premises and disposed of re-

sponsibly  

I believe that if companies serving 

the area follow the above and the 

standard they will benefit hugely 

from this meeting. 
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A letter from the Chairman 
 Above is only one method we are em-

ploying to push the Guild and the 

new standard, for example, we re-

cently attended the Hearth and Home 

exhibition where we heavily promot-

ed the standard and our members.   

We are currently contacting insur-

ance companies so that they can up-

date their requirements and hopeful-

ly recommend only those who meet 

the standard.  

The Guild also has some joint adver-

tising with the NACS, one such exam-

ple is a three page piece in the last 

Fires & Fireplaces (Hearth & Home) 

magazine. 

We also need help from you, the 

members, to ensure the standard is 

quickly adopted.  

This will be annoying for those who 

have recently purchased the old style 

of certificates however these are still 

valid in the interim although they do 

not meet the new standard.  

For the members using the new cer-

tificates and the new standard a page 

on your website will benefit your 

company and the standard itself. 

 

I really look forward to seeing you all 

at our AGM this year.  The interna-

tional trade show we have organised 

is the biggest yet and will be a real 

treat for those interested in new 

tools and equipment.  

Yours Faithfully 

 

 

Daniel Hodgson 

Guild Chairman 
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Does your website comply 

with the law? 

Probably not. 

Vinny Piana at Codastar has provided the 
following information. 

Due to changes in EU & UK law, please 
note that your website now has to have: 
 
"Cookies Warning" and "Privacy": 
 
The 1 year grace to comply with this law 
will be over on May 26th and some 
changes have occurred both in UK and 
European law which means it is now es-
sential to comply to the following below . 
 
Most websites use "cookies" (some hid-
den coding that records anything from 
users visits to the website to registration 
logins etc). 
 
I'm sure you have seen it by now, many 
websites display a "cookies warning mes-
sage". 
 
Your website now also has to comply with 
this rule and be updated. 
 
Example of message (in a box users 
can shut):  
 
In accordance with EU Cookie Law, 
please be informed that this website uses 
cookies. Please read our privacy policy 
for further details. Closing this box signi-
fies your acceptance of these terms. 
 
The "Privacy policy" words need to be a 
link to your Privacy page. 
 
 
Privacy page: 
 
The cookies warning has to be in con-

junction with a privacy page explaining 
how you use cookies. (You can have your 
privacy link in the footer of your website 
for example) 
 
For example, please look at the privacy 
statement on our website: 
 
http://www.codastar.com/privacy 
 
We could use the exact same text on 
your website and change the company 
name. Please see the bottom of the page, 
and in order to use this privacy state-
ment free of charge, the credits in its foot-
er must be kept as such. Otherwise 
please supply your own privacy state-
ment. 
 
Company details: 
 
If you are a Limited company and / or are 
VAT Registered: 
 
Every company (except dormant compa-
nies) must display its registered name at 
its registered office and inspection place 
(likely to be your trading address). Note: 
there is an exception to displaying your 
trading address if your work from home 
and it is both your personal and business 
address. Everything else applies though 
 
It is therefore essential your full company 
name, registration address, registration 
number, VAT number if you are VAT reg-
istered, and your trading address (unless 
it is also your home). 
 
These details need to be clearly dis-
played on the website. The website footer 
is usually an acceptable place for such 
details and also the contact page. 

 

http://www.codastar.com/privacy
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Do I Need a Cowl? 
 

There are many chimney cowlings on the 
market today, some are designed well 
and have a positive function but some are 
restrictive and should not be used for live 
appliances. 

Do I require a chimney cowling? 

In most instances you will not require a 
cowling. Fitting a cowling causes a re-
striction and slows down the escape of 
fumes. This in turn can lead to dirtier 
chimneys and more frequent sweeping. 

There are some instances where a chim-
ney cowling is the only sensible option. 
Some examples may be bird infestation, 
down draughts and heavy rain ingress. 

 

It is unlikely that fitting a cowling will in-
crease the draught of a chimney indeed 
the added restriction will most likely re-
duce the up-draught further. Fitting a rota-
ry cowling can increase the up-draught in 
some instances where the wind can be 
utilised to drive the fan. The best solutions 
for inadequate draught are relining with 
an appropriate sized liner for the appli-
ance, increasing the chimney length or 
installing a chimney fan. 

TIP! A poor up-draught may be a symp-

tom of excessive leakage within the flue 
which could have fatal consequences. If 
you can imagine drinking through a straw 
that has a split, you quickly notice that it is 
impossible to hold the vacuum; this is 
similar within a flue. Leakage can be test-
ed for using a special machine such as 
the Wohler DP23, smoke can also be 
used on its own but the results are nearly 
always inconclusive.  

Rotor vents can be useful in helping to 
defeat down-draughts caused by the 
wind. They rarely help with down draughts 
that are caused by positive pressure (over 
hanging trees or buildings often cause 
this). In these instances it is typically nec-
essary to extend the flue out of the high 
pressure zone by fitting a taller pot or ex-
tending the stack. 

 

Over the years lack of knowledge and 
failure to follow instructions have led to 
builders / roofers and ‘DIYers’ fitting many 
inappropriate or unsafe terminals. It is 
vitally important that if you have one of 
the terminals featured below that you do 
not use your appliance until it is removed 
or replaced.  

Please do not assume that because the 
terminal you have is not pictured, then it is 
safe. I have only given samples of the 
most common unsafe terminals. If you are 
unsure then speak to a chimney profes-
sional. 

http://www.chimneyservice.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/Colt-high-top-bird-cowling.jpg
http://www.chimneyservice.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/The-Colt-rotorvent-turbolite.jpg
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Do I Need a Cowl? 
 

Inserts for disused chimneys only 

 

 

I hear on a daily basis that customers like the smell of a particular type of wood 
smoke. When I tell the person that wood smoke contains very high levels of carbon 
monoxide they are often surprised.  It is never acceptable to breathe any amount of 
smoke. Some fires or stoves may smoke a little for the first five minutes or so while 
they are cold however after this time there must be NO smoke or fumes seeping or 
leaking back into any living space. A carbon monoxide alarm should be installed 
within any room that has any appliance that burns carbon based fuels. Likewise you 
should place an alarm in any bedroom which has an un-tested chimney breast pass-
ing through it. This may seem alarmist but it simply takes away the guess work and 
makes the user experience of a having a real fire much more enjoyable. 

So to answer the question do you need a cowling? Probably not, but you may have 
an undiagnosed problem that needs addressing. 

http://guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk/inserts.pdf
http://www.guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk/docs/inserts.pdf
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AGM and Exhibition 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whether you come to see what has happened in the Guild over the 

year, to meet up and socialise with friends or to take advantage of the 

great offers available from the Guild’s Associate Members.   

The AGM & Exhibition will be held at Unit A, Fairview Buildings, 

Heage Road Industrial Estate, Ripley, Derby, DE5 3GH 

The BBQ will be held at Breadsall Priory Hotel, Moore Road, Derby, 

DE7 6DL 

 

Tuesday 20th August 2013 

AGM  - 10.00-14.00 

BBQ Dinner in the evening 

 

Wednesday 21st August 2013 

Exhibition 10.00-16.00 

 

Thursday 22nd August 2013 

Exhibition 10.00-15.00 

“It is important to attend the AGM to keep abreast of what’s happening in 
the industry and how the Guild are moving forward. It is also a great oppor-
tunity to share ideas and experiences with other sweeps as most of the time 
you are working on your own. Good to see the latest products at the trade 

show too. Not to be missed!”  Iain Stevens 

Awards will once 

again be up for 

grabs: 

Best Newcomer  

Best Chimney     

Horrors 

Best Van 
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Open Fires & CO 

The tragic information below was 
reported in The Irish Times. The 
incident was the result of a pre-
ventable chain of events. If any of 
your customers are dismissive of 
the need for adequate ventilation 
and CO alarm requirements for 
their fire you could direct them 
here. Thanks to Andrew Tennant, 
Helensburgh for sending it in. 

 
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/
inquest-hears-of-importance-of-
carbon-monoxide-monitors-
1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitt
er 
 
Householders were yesterday 
urged to install carbon monoxide 
monitors after an inquest heard 
the “silent killer” claimed the lives 
of a father and two children as 
they sat watching television in 
December 2011. 
 
The jury at Sligo Coroner’s Court 
also urged people to think twice 
about what they throw onto fires, 
after hearing about the “freak” cir-
cumstances when a crisp wrap-
per thrown onto a dying coal fire 
blocked the chimney causing car-
bon monoxide to be released into 
the family sitting room. 
The scene was described by cor-
oner Dr Des Moran as one of the 
saddest he had ever come 
across. 

 
The television and Christmas tree 
lights were still on when the bod-
ies of 52-year-old Trevor Wall-
work, his 12-year-old daughter 
Kimberley and his nine-year-old 
son Harry were discovered in the 
sitting room of their home about a 
mile from the village of Gurteen, 
Co Sligo, on December 18th, 
2011. 
 
The jury was told that a plastic 
bag from a crisp multipack was 
thrown onto a coal fire which was 
not hot enough to melt it, but filled 
it with gas “like a hot-air balloon”, 
so that it blew up and became 
lodged in the chimney, obstruct-
ing it. 
 
Chief fire officer Paul Coyle who 
attended the scene said that 
death would have occurred within 
minutes given the high levels of 
carbon monoxide released. Mr 
Coyle pointed out the chimney 
flue had been recently cleaned 
and was in good condition. 
 

When firefighters and gardaí ar-

rived at the scene they found Mr 

Wallwork sitting in an armchair 

facing the television with a blan-

ket over his knees and his head 

slumped to one side.  

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/inquest-hears-of-importance-of-carbon-monoxide-monitors-1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitter
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/inquest-hears-of-importance-of-carbon-monoxide-monitors-1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitter
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/inquest-hears-of-importance-of-carbon-monoxide-monitors-1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitter
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/inquest-hears-of-importance-of-carbon-monoxide-monitors-1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitter
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/inquest-hears-of-importance-of-carbon-monoxide-monitors-1.1347711#.UWVjuEyqUYA.twitter
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_person=Trevor%20Wallwork&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_person=Trevor%20Wallwork&article=true
http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_person=Paul%20Coyle&article=true
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Open Fires & CO 

His two children were lying on the 
floor. All three were pronounce 
dead at the scene. 
 
Mr Coyle told the jury that after 
climbing up on the roof he con-
cluded that the chimney was ob-
structed and, using a tongs, re-
moved the crisp bag which was 
1.2m from the top.  
 
Mr Coyle pointed out that the tox-
ic carbon monoxide gases which 
were released could not be seen 
or smelt. He said carbon monox-
ide detectors should be installed 
in all homes using any kind of 
combustible fuel to prevent such 
a tragedy recurring. 
 
Coroner Dr Moran was told that 
Mr Wallwork’s wife Susan, who 
was in Sligo General Hospital be-
ing treated for cancer at the time 
of the tragedy, had died six 
months later. 
 
Her daughter Vicky Barnes, who 
raised the alarm, said she hoped 
that lessons would be learned 
from the tragedy. Speaking after 
the inquest she supported calls 
for the installation of carbon mon-
oxide alarms and said people 
should think about what they 
throw onto fires. 
 

Deputy State Pathologist Dr Mi-
chael Curtis, who carried out the 
postmortems, found that the 
cause of death in all three cases 
was carbon monoxide poisoning. 
He told the jury that levels were 
“extremely high”. 
 
Echoing the calls for carbon mon-
oxide alarms to be installed, Dr 
Moran pointed out that houses 
today tended to be better sealed 
which reduced ventilation, mak-
ing monitors even more crucial.  
 
He said that carbon monoxide 
was “a silent killer” which people 
could not smell or see. 
 
Finding in accordance with the 
evidence that the deaths were 
accidental and caused by carbon 
monoxide poisoning, the jury 
urged people to be conscious of 
what they throw on fires and to 
be aware of the importance of 
having their chimneys cleaned. 
 
Mr Wallwork, originally from Sal-
ford in Britain, and his family had 
moved to Ireland six years earlier 
and his children attended the lo-
cal Mullaghroe primary school.  
 

 

http://www.irishtimes.com/search/search-7.1213540?tag_organisation=Sligo%20General%20Hospital&article=true
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 17 Nigel Potter 
How long have you been sweeping 
chimneys and how did you get start-

ed? 

I started sweeping in 1988. This certain-
ly wasn’t my initial choice of work and 
happened form a result of being be-
tween jobs. My girlfriends Dad at that 
time was a chimney sweep and offered 
me the chance to work with him until I 
found another job. After the first couple 
of weeks I knew this is what I would be 
doing for a long time.  

 

What first attracted you to the busi-

ness? 

The variety of work! Not really knowing 
what you may encounter from day to 
day and meeting such a diverse charac-
ter of people.  

 

Is sweeping your full time business?  

If not, what else do you do? 

Sweeping is our full time business, I 
took over from my Father in law who 
retired in 2004. Over the years we have 
gradually built the business to what it is 
today. We also offer to our customers a 
full range of products to purchase and 
recently opened a retail / trade unit in 
my local town. 

 

Do you work alone?  If not who helps 

you and how? 

Up until now it was just myself sweep-
ing. My nephew who has just completed 
the training course will be a valuable 
asset to us.  

My wife Sue, works in the office and 
takes control of most of the bookings / 
enquiries during the day and completes 

the dreaded bookwork.  

 

What did you do prior to chimney 

sweeping? 

From leaving school I trained and quali-
fied in Carpentry, but after a few years 
of every company I worked for, then 
them going bust I was beginning to think 
I may be a bad omen.  

I then decided to try something com-
pletely new and entered the world of “ 
Sales “ . I had so many different jobs in 
sales it’s difficult to recall them all. One 
thing that this area of work has done for 
me to this day is to identify sales and 
grow my business. 

 

What do you find most frustrating 

about the industry? 

 

Good question! To be honest I don’t re-
ally find anything frustrating about the 
industry and just tend to go with the 
flow, It’s moving forward in the right di-
rection, and as long as that continues it 
can only get better.  

The only thing that does frustrate me is 
when you turn up to a job on time and 
there is either “no one in, forgot “ or “ 
already had it done mate “ even though 
they were booked in.  

 

What do you like most about being a 

chimney sweep? 

I have always really enjoyed the variety 
of work, meeting different people and 
having the chance to see and work on 
some of the most impressive homes 
around our area.   

“Our future role is 
to be a key part in 
advising on how 
our customers 
utilise their appli-
ances the most 
efficient and en-
ergy saving way, 
safely.” 
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 17 Nigel Potter 
What do you like least? 

Continual heavy rain while working! Noth-
ing worse than trying to set up and keep 
everything clean and tidy, while soaking 
wet.  

Like most sweeps, how it is expected that 
the sweep will remove the coals, ash and 
rubbish from the appliance.  

 

What do you like to do when you are 

not working? 

Although work takes up quite a consider-
able amount of time, I am a motorbike 
enthusiast and belong to a local group. 
100% concentration required, a great 
switch off from work. Apart from that I try 
and spend as much time with my family, 
enjoying meals and days out. 

 

How long have you been involved with 

the Guild and why did you join? 

I joined the Guild in May 2007.  I had 
been looking into NACS and the Guild for 
a while before making any decisions and 
it was talking to Bob who was the Chair-
man at that time that swayed me to the 
Guild. It became clear the Guild were 
pushing and striving to become the best 
in the Industry, who wouldn’t want to be 
part of that! And lets face it the Guild of 
Master Chimney Sweeps sounds so 
much better, if I’m allowed to say that.  

 

Have you ever found anything inter-

esting inside a chimney? 

Numerous things come to mind but the 
most interesting was a call I received 
about a blocked chimney. On attending, 
the lined chimney was certainly blocked, 
around 8mtrs up the rods and guide 

came to a stop, each time I retrieved the 
rods I was unable to push back without 
some force which I didn’t want to do until 
I knew more about the blockage. Eventu-
ally, when all the rods were down, all I 
could see were two rather large Talons at 
the base of the flue. Out came the heavy 
duty armour! I managed to remove an 
extremely large but somewhat bewil-
dered Owl. Incredibly after being stuck 
there for three days and apparently not 
making a sound it was away as though 
nothing happened.  

Yes I did sell them a cowling ! 

 

What is your most memorable sweep-

ing experience? 

Sweeping for the Duke and Duchess of 
Rutland, Belvoir Castle. A truly amazing 
place. 

 

How do you view the future of chim-
ney sweeping and what do you think 
the role of chimney sweeps should be 

in the future? 

It should be a busy time for us sweeps, 
the ever increasing demand for stoves 
and open fires will only increase our busi-
nesses. The future looks good. 

Since I remember starting sweeping our 
role as a sweep was to always provide 
the customer with the peace of mind that 
any work carried out had been completed 
to best of that persons ability. 

Over time to today and for the future it’s 
so much more, the customer expects 
more and ask more about the applianc-
es / chimneys. Sweeps need to be com-
petent in all aspects of this industry and 
offer a service that will ensure the safety 
of their customers.  

“I have seen a 
real change in 
many custom-
ers, especially 
the ones who 
are taking 
note, starting 
to listen and 
benefiting from 
advice.” 
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Odd Bits 

Anyone thinking of 
emigrating? 
 

Business FOR SALE 
 
For Sale: Chimney Sweep busi-
ness located in Parksville, BC, 
Canada.  Family run for over 35 
years, well established in the com-
munity with a stellar reputation. All 
equipment included and support 
through the Canadian WET certifi-
cation process wherever required.  
I am retiring from this business 
and would like to sell it to some-
one who is excited to carry on our 
traditions of excellence in custom-
er service and safety. Parksville is 
a scenic seaside community in 
which to run your own business 
and build your life. If you are inter-
ested please contact me via email 
or phone. $145,000 CDN 
 

thefluedoctor@hotmail.co 
105 Butler ave. Parksville V9P1L2 
 
 

Warning Labels 
 
Warning Labels and the Industry 
Standard Warning Notice can be 
ordered directly from David 
Wooffindin—please contact him 
on: 
01226 242357 
Or email 
training@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk  

 

 
 
Why do we bother with 

rods and brushes? 

 

Follow the link below for a look at 
a bit of radical Russian chimney 
sweeping. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=hPHeO1Tdv0w 

mailto:thefluedoctor@hotmail.co
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPHeO1Tdv0w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hPHeO1Tdv0w
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 Risks From Redundant Solid 
Fuel Back Boilers 

The HSE (Health & Safety Executive) 
has issued a safety alert for the atten-
tion of individual homeowners, ten-
ants, landlords and the plumbing/
heating industry (including chimney 
sweeps). The idea of this alert was to 
raise awareness of the potential dan-
gers leaving a solid fuel back boiler in 
a fire place that can and will be used 
as a solid fuel fire place. 

The alert was issued following several 
incidents over a five year period, three 
of which resulted in serious injury, and 
sadly in one case, a fatality all of 
which could have been avoided. The 
decommissioned solid fuel back boiler 
had been left with no apparent ventila-
tion. This meant that when a coal or 
wood fire was lit in the grate at the 
front/base of the boiler, the unit heated 
up sufficiently for the internal pressure 
to cause the boiler casing to explode. 
Steam can flash to 1,600 times the 
size of high pressure hot water, re-
member steam moves trains and a 
back boiler is about 5mm cast steel 

This Situation can happen for a num-
ber of reasons, these include; where a 
solid fuel back boiler has been drained 
down over winter in vacant premises 
or holiday homes, or where it may 
have been left in place after conver-
sion of the property's heating system 
(usually central heating) to gas, oil or 
biomass remote from the fire place. In 
this instance the boiler is usually left 
due to the disruption of removing a 
back boiler from the fireplace. They 
may only have been left in place for 
the decorative effect of the fire-grate, 

or covered by a panel or other feature 
not intended to be used at all but this 
information may not be passed to fu-
ture owners or tenants. 

The back boiler unit typically consists 
of a fire grate, at the base and a water 
jacket made of steel or cast iron 
‘surrounding' it, some also have inter-
nal flue ways in the water jacket for 
more effective heat transfer (always 
remember to clean these out on live 
boilers to maximise efficiency). The 
units are difficult (near impossible) to 
drain completely therefore it is likely to 
still contain residual water in the re-
dundant boiler which will turn to steam 
when heated. This will cause a mas-
sive pressurisation if the unit was left 
sealed with no room to expand.  

In one ‘explosion' case a fire had been 
set, in the grate in front of the boiler on 
an early autumn evening to warm a 
lounge; in another, the panel cover 
had been removed to bring the fire 
back into use to heat the lounge and 
reduce the use of the oil fired central 
heating as oil had risen sharply in 
price. In each case it was the first time 
a fire had been lit since the decommis-
sioning of the old boiler. 

Tests were carried out in 2002 and it 

was found that the top and sides of a 

solid fuel back boiler, when empty of 

water, reached temperatures in ex-

cess of 700°C. Within 2 hours the tem-

perature in some areas had reached 

around 480°C.   
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This compared with normal system 
maximum operating temperatures of 
124°C when it has circulating water to 
take away the heat, usually through 
gravity circulation with solid fuel. 

Previous advice recommended that a 
redundant back boiler left in situ must 
be in a condition such that an unsafe 
level of pressure cannot build up in 
the unit. This meant that at the de-
commissioning stage the system 
should have been drained and redun-
dant pipework removed along with, 
ideally, the back boiler itself. If the 
boiler was not removed the unit 
should have been left in a vented 
state. If the pipe connections were 
plugged, at least one 6mm diameter 
hole should have been drilled in the 
water jacket, preferably in a vertical 
or near vertical face. In many cases 
this work was carried out by individu-
als or heating contractors that had no 
idea any advice existed so none of 
this was undertaken 

Leaving a back boiler in place long 
term also has other potential dangers 
especially if continued use of a fire-
place is allowed to happen:  

If connected pipework is left in situ, 
corrosion/cracking of the water 
jacket sidewalls may allow flue 
gases to enter the pipework and 
be conveyed to other areas of 
the property with potentially 
dangerous consequences 
(harmful gasses escaping into 

airing cupboards, bedrooms 
and lofts). The high temperature 
the pipework could also reach 
with hot flue gasses passing 
through it may also present a 
fire risk. 

Continued use of an open fire has 
potential for structural damage 
to surrounding masonry through 
repeated expansion and con-
traction of the boiler casing. 
This expansion of the metal 
components may be very signif-
icant due to the high tempera-
tures involved. 

Gas safe also state that gas fire ex-
haust fumes should not pass through 
a redundant back boiler. 
HETAS is the independent UK body 
recognised by DEFRA for the official 
testing and approval of domestic solid 
fuels and solid fuel burning applianc-
es. They have issued the following 
advice, which should be followed by 
all HETAS engineers, and therefore 
be industry standard practice: 

The only positively safe and reliable 
way to proceed, when a solid fuel 
back boiler is no longer needed and 
the customer wants to continue using 
the fireplace, is to totally remove the 
back boiler installation by breaking up 
the chamber that used to carry the 
hot water system and removing any 
pipe work. When an open fire is left in 
use (or could be brought back into 
use) a replacement Milner fire back 
needs to be installed to ensure that 
the fire can be safely used. 

Risks From Redundant Solid 
Fuel Back Boilers 
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Similarly, a "wet" solid fuel room 
heater or stove with boiler should not 
be operated after the water supply to 
the boiler has been disconnected. 
These appliances are not designed to 
be used without water circulation and 
there could be serious safety issues if 
they are misused. 

 

Guild recommendation 

It is therefore the Guild’s recommen-
dation that if you are involved in any 
chimney work that will result in the 
decommissioning of a back boiler that 
you remove it fully. Not only that but if 
you are called to sweep a chimney 
with a back boiler and the appliance 
has never been lit that you fully in-
form the customer of the dangers and 
tell them not to light the appliance 
under any circumstances until the 
boiler has been removed. 

If the boiler has been decommis-
sioned a long time ago we still recom-
mend that you fully inform your cus-
tomers of the dangers and fill in the 
certificate to say you have outlined 
the dangers. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Risks From Redundant Solid 
Fuel Back Boilers 
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Chimney Horrors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

From Nigel Potter, Market         

Harborough. 

 

“Customer wondered why this 
chimney was smoking.  From top 
to bottom full!!  Never been ad-
vised before on burning methods 
or cleaning frequencies” 

From Peter Fuller, Fleet. 
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Chimney Horrors 

From Tim Sumner, Wolverhampton 

These tar ‘nuggets’ came rolling down a lined flue for a multi-fuel 
burner after they had cooled down. 

The customer has been given advice and supplied with a copy of 
the good fuel guide.  

 

 

From Shaun Smith, Aldbrough 

Another photo for the black museum. 
When I walked in I thought a Guild mem-
ber was going to test me on how many 
faults I could find! 

The stove is surrounded by hard board 
[burnt], when I started to insert the viper 
the stove pipe fell off the back and 
dropped from the closure plate [which on-
ly covered half the opening] to the floor.  

The client said it had been fitted by his 
landlord [his father-in-law] who was a bit 
of a handyman.  
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Events Diary 

9th-12th September 

New Member Training Course 

13th September 

Assessment Day 

30th September 

Board Meeting 

 

 

 

4th August 

Board meeting 

20th August 

AGM & Gala Dinner 

21st-22nd August 

Exhibition 

22nd-24th August 

ESCHFOE Technical Meeting 

 

 

Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat Su

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

August 2013 

Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat Su
      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

September 2013 
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Events Diary 

20th August 2013 

AGM, and Dinner 

21st-22nd August 2013 

Exhibition 

 

Board Meetings 

30th September 25th November 

If any member has an item they wish raised at a board meeting,              

please contact a Board member or email  

info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

  

Dates for your diary 

28th-31st October 

New member training course 

 

 

 

 

 

Mo Tue We Th Fri Sat Su

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

October 2013 
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