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Many of you will have seen some of 
the videos we have uploaded to the 
new “Guild TV” channel on You Tube 
– you can access all the clips by vis-
iting http://www.youtube.com/
guildofsweepstv or via the link from 
the new Guild TV and Media page on 
the Guild website.   

The channel was started with an in-
structional video on how to get the 
best from the “Good Fuel Guide” 
when passing it on to your customers, 
I hope this was some help. A big 
thanks to members Iain and Melissa 
Stevens, Penzance for all their help 
with setting this up, filming and ed-
iting so far.  

Since the “Good Fuel Guide” clip we 
have uploaded several more. You may 
well enjoy seeing members com-
ments etc. from the last AGM at Wal-
tham Abbey. Go to http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gk60RAYKf3c to see this one – per-
haps you are in it! Thanks again to 
Iain and Mel for taking the time to do 
the filming on what is a busy day for 
everyone. 

 

 

These clips are only the beginning and 
we have plans for much more. Would 
members like to see tutorial type vid-
eos on various subjects? These can be 
made for members viewing only.  

Using this media we are able to pro-
mote the Guild and what it means to 
a much larger audience and this 
translates into better awareness and 
more customers for you. It is also im-
portant for our online rating which in 
turn is important in terms of bringing 
business to you. If you subscribe to 
the new channel it really helps with 
our ratings and you will be alerted 
whenever there is a new clip. There 
will be further exciting and useful de-
velopments in the near future. 

 
Lawson Wight 

http://www.youtube.com/guildofsweepstv
http://www.youtube.com/guildofsweepstv
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gk60RAYKf3c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gk60RAYKf3c
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gk60RAYKf3c
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A letter from the Chairman 
 Firstly I would like to wish everyone a happy 

new year. 

I am very pleased with the Guild’s progress 

over 2012 and particularly impressed with 

the high standard of new Guild members 

that have been trained and joined us over 

that time. This high standard shows how well 

the training is working and just how good our 

trainers are. I would personally like to thank 

the training team: Lawson, Dave, Stefan, 

Sascha and David Barnes, you guys do a great 

job, have many long nights away from your 

homes and I am 100% sure you all do not 

realise how valued you are. Incidentally, our 

on-site mentor programme is also working 

extremely well and I would like to thank all 

those involved. 

How do we know how well the Trainees are 

doing?   Well it`s pretty straight forward 

there are two main mechanisms 1. Customer 

feedback and 2. Complaints, or lack of them. 

Despite having significantly more members, 

the number of complaints from customers 

has gone down. There are actually very few 

anyway. 

I would like the chance again to invite all of 

our older existing members to 

come along to one of our 

training courses so that you 

can benefit from what our 

new training programme 

brings. Our new trainees have 

access during the course to 

see what`s new in the industry 

including marketing strategies, 

new equipment, techniques 

and new regulations.  Refresher courses can 

be booked through David Wooffindin at a 

very low rate. Maximum 3 members per 

course.  

Earlier this year I had the honour of pre-

senting a cheque to the Guild’s chosen chari-

ty CO- Gas safety at the House of Lords. Car-

bon monoxide is a very close to home issue 

and is intrinsic to our job. It is very gratifying 

to be able to help and help change attitudes 

towards Carbon monoxide which we as 

chimney sweeps do every day in educating 

our customers, utilising tools such as the 

Good fuel guide which we co- produced with 

CPL.  

During the 2013 ESCHFOE and Guild AGM 

there will be a raffle and the proceeds will go 

to CO- Gas Safety. Sponsorship or donations 

of items would be greatly appreciated and 

from our corporate sponsors and or associ-

ate members. 

I hope during the next newsletter I will have 

more information on the new Industry 

Standard for professional chimney sweeps. 

The NACS and ourselves have planned 

meetings to iron out the creases and move 

along to producing it, hopefully before the 

ESCHFOE where we would then ask for sup-

port from Europe. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

 

Daniel Hodgson 

Guild Chairman 

Daniel Hodgson and 

Stephanie Trotter 
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CO Court Case 
 The information below is taken from 

the HSE website: www.hse.gov.uk/

press/2013/rnn-w-phillipjones.htm?

eban=rss-  

It details an unfortunate and tragic 

incident which the court obviously felt 

could have been avoided. It really 

does highlight the need not only for 

well trained, registered sweeps but 

also the need to follow best practice 

procedures. 

Chimney sweep fined 
for pensioner's death 

11 February 2013 

A chimney sweep has been sen-
tenced after his failure to remove a 
bird's nest blocking a chimney flue 
led to the death of a pensioner in his 
South Wales home. 

Phillip Jones, of Porthcawl, was fined 
£5,000 and ordered to pay £2,500 in 
costs at Cardiff Crown Court following 
a prosecution by the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE). 

The court was told that 73-year-old 
retired miner Derwyn Rees of Maes-
teg Road, Llangynwyd, Maesteg had 
experienced problems keeping his 
solid fuel fire alight. 

Mr Jones, who has been a sweep for 
25 years, was asked to sweep the 
chimney and carried out the work on 
5 September 2008 while Mr Rees' 
sister, was away. 

The next day - Mr Rees' birthday - his 
neighbours noticed his curtains were 
still drawn and found him dead in his 
bed. Following a police-led investiga-
tion an inquest in October 2010 re-
vealed he died of carbon monoxide 
poisoning. 

Further investigations by HSE and a 
solid fuel specialist revealed an ex-
tensive bird's nest inside the chim-
ney. 

Although Mr Jones had encountered 
a blockage of the chimney while 
sweeping, he did not check to see if 
his brush cleared the chimney pot 
which would indicate the blockage 
had been cleared. In addition, he 
failed to carry out a proper smoke 
test after completing the job, give ad-
vice to Mr Rees on ventilating the 
property or give any verbal or written 
warning. 

HSE Inspector Stephen Jones, 
speaking after the hearing, said: 

"This was a tragic incident and a 
great shock for Mr Rees' sister and 
their local community. 

"Chimney sweeping is a vitally im-
portant job. Sadly Mr Rees paid for 
substandard work with his life. 

"Sweeps must ensure work is done 
thoroughly and householders are giv-
en full information about proper venti-
lation of their homes to ensure similar 
tragedies do not happen in the fu-
ture." 

 

http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2013/rnn-w-phillipjones.htm?eban=rss-
http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2013/rnn-w-phillipjones.htm?eban=rss-
http://www.hse.gov.uk/press/2013/rnn-w-phillipjones.htm?eban=rss-
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CO Court Case 
Mr Rees niece, Janet Jones, said: 

"Derwyn's death was an avoidable tragedy and has had a huge impact on 
the family. We hope this case sends a clear message to sweeps so that this 
sort of incident does not happen again and other people are not put at risk. 

"Every year around 15 people die from carbon monoxide poisoning and pro-
longed exposure can also lead to paralysis and brain damage." 

Phillip Keith Jones, of Lakeview Close, Porthcawl, pleaded guilty to a breach 
of Section 3 (2) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974. 

Martin P Glynn, President of the National Association of Chimney Sweeps 
(NACS), said: 

"Anyone booking the services of a chimney sweep should only employ a reg-
istered and qualified sweep from the NACS or Guild of Master Sweeps. 
Members from both organisations work to a code of practice and issue a 
Certificate of Sweeping. It is always best practice to conduct smoke evacua-
tion checks on chimneys and flues after chimney sweeping to ensure that 
they are left in a safe working order. 

"This tragic case highlights the necessity of using a trained and competent 
chimney sweep who works to a professional standard as stipulated in the 
National Code of Practice. Unfortunately the chimney sweep in this incident 
was not registered or approved." 
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AGM & Trade Exhibition 
 Important - Change of Dates & Details 

 

You may recall from the last newsletter the details of the Guild 
AGM and Trade Exhibition at in August. Please note the following 
changes: 

 

The AGM will be on the day stated, Tuesday 20th August at Sure 
Fire in Ripley. The Gala Dinner details also remain the same – 
Tuesday 20th August at the Marriott Breadsall Priory. The Guild 
Trade Exhibition will now be held over 2 days, Wednesday 21st 
and Thursday 22nd August at a large unit adjacent to Sure Fire. 
We’ve had to make changes to accommodate exhibitors and the 
simultaneous ESCHFOE meeting.  

 

As usual the Exhibition is open to anyone. The most popular day 
for Guild members will obviously be on the Wednesday as many 
will have been at the AGM the day before but it is open to anyone 
to attend on either day. On the Thursday the ESCHFOE delegates 
will be able to visit the stands.  

 

We will send you full details of the AGM and Exhibition in due 
course. If you want to be super organised, book a room at the 
Marriott Breadsall Priory now. 
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AGM and Exhibition 2013 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dates are booked! 

Whether you come to see what has happened in the Guild over the 

year, to meet up and socialise with friends or to take advantage of the 

great offers available from the Guild’s Associate Members.   

The event will be held at the Breadsell Priory Marriott Hotel   

 

Tuesday 20th August 2013 

AGM  - 10.00-16.00 

BBQ Dinner in the evening 

 

Wednesday 21st August 2013 

Exhibition  

 

Thursday 22nd August 2013 

Exhibition  

 

“It is important to attend the AGM to keep abreast of what’s happening in 
the industry and how the Guild are moving forward. It is also a great oppor-
tunity to share ideas and experiences with other sweeps as most of the time 
you are working on your own. Good to see the latest products at the trade 

show too. Not to be missed!”  Iain Stevens 

Awards will once 

again be up for 

grabs: 

Best Newcomer  

Best Chimney     

Horrors 

Best Van 
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The Big Questions 
 

What Do You Want? 
 

The Board have decided to carry out an in depth survey on members views, opinions and 
suggestions for improvement  on all aspects of the Guild. The feedback we get from this will 
guide our thinking and policy and will have a direct effect on the future of the Guild and the 
wider industry. It is therefore very important we ask the right sort of questions and we’d 
like suggestions from you. If we don’t ask the right questions we won’t get the right an-
swers. Is there an aspect of the Guild that you like and want to see expanded? Where do 
you think improvements should be made? What services work and what require improve-
ment? What about new services? Public relations campaigns and the public / trade profile 
of the Guild? Political activity within the trade? Qualifications and training? Website: What 
works for you now and what would you like to see changing. Newsletters? Statistical infor-
mation gathering? Regional meetings? Etc. etc.  You get the picture. 

 

Please send any questions / topics you’d like to be included in this survey. We will gather 
them all up, add more and submit them to you to answer. There will also be scope for you 
to suggest ways to achieve what you think needs to be done. As an organisation we have 
many excellent people with lots of excellent ideas so this is our opportunity to put them in 
to practice and take some more big steps forward.  

 

Please send your questions etc. to me – Lawson@camsweep.co.uk Over the next few 
months we’ll put the survey together, get your answers and sort out the results. The infor-
mation will be presented at the AGM in August and will help form our policies going for-
ward. 

 

I look forward to reading your replies. 

 

Lawson Wight 

 

mailto:Lawson@camsweep.co.uk
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 16 Phil Byrne 
How long have you been sweeping 
chimneys and how did you get start-

ed? 

I have been sweeping chimneys for 
about 6 years now. I got started when a 
friend of mine (who knows Lawson 
Wight), suggested I call him to inquire 
about chimney sweeping. 
Lawson was kind enough to invite me to 
his house and go out on a days work 
with him. 

 

What first attracted you to the busi-

ness? 

I liked the relatively small preparation 
time and mostly uncomplicated process. 
I used to work as a landscape gardener 
which involved 

lots of measuring, quantity's, negotiating 
and finding reliable staff. I was also of-
ten quiet in the winter which as we all 
know is a sweeps busy period. 

 

Is sweeping your full time business?  

If not, what else do you do? 

I used to incorporate gardening and 
sweeping when I first started which 
worked out brilliantly. I also did a bit of 
film extra work, sadly I don't really have 
the time to do that anymore but it was 
great fun. I watched a Harry Potter film 
on the telly the other day and spotted 
myself in the background, blink and you 
would miss it though. 

I started attending weddings as a lucky 
chimney sweep last summer and I’ve 
already got a few booked in this year 
and even 2014 

 

 

Do you work alone?  If not who helps 

you and how? 

Yes I work alone. 

 

What did you do prior to chimney 

sweeping? 

Before the gardening I used to be a care 
assistant looking after adults with learn-
ing difficulties. 

 

What do you find most frustrating 

about the industry? 

Generally I don't find much to quibble 
about but I sometimes have a bit of a 
moan if a stove has been fitted with ab-
solutely no consideration for sweeping 
the chimney. 

 

What do you like most about being a 

chimney sweep? 

I like the simplicity of the job, I have 
friends who have to commute to London 
and work really long hours in a job they 
hate. I love the flexibility of being self 
employed and having control over what I 
want to do.  

 

What do you like least? 

When I'm mad busy I find the workload 
relentless, Its hard to get a break and I 
start wishing for Christmas. 
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 16 Phil Byrne 
What do you like to do when you are 

not working? 

I go fishing or the gym. I’ve just discov-
ered geocaching which is a bit like a 
treasure hunt. 

 

How long have you been involved 

with the Guild and why did you join? 

I have been a member for about 5 
years. I joined because I think they are 
the most forward thinking chimney 
sweep organisation in the UK. They are 
great for advice and give your business 
a professional image. 

 

Have you ever found anything inter-

esting inside a chimney? 

Aside from the obligatory dead bird, I 
have found old letters to Santa, porno 
DVD’s and a bong. 

 

What is your most memorable sweep-

ing experience? 

I swept the chimney of the actor Jason 
Statham. He had flies coming out of his 
study chimney. The room was an egotis-
tical shrine to all the films he has made. 
The walls were covered in pictures and 
posters of him and countless glamorous 
beauties and celebrities. 

 

How do you view the future of chim-
ney sweeping and what do you think 
the role of chimney sweeps should 

be in the future? 

I would hope for a union with sweeping 
practices in Europe and further afar, it 
would be nice if sweeping your chimney 
every year became law of course. 

 

If you have any particular sweeping 
story or anecdote you’d like to share, 

then write it here. 

 

I swept the chimney of a well known 
comedienne a few months back. She 
had a stove that was suspended in the 
lounge, she described it as a giant testi-
cle. I was just packing away when she 
proceeded to have a massive row with 
her daughter on the phone, I’ve never 
heard so many F bombs dropped in 1 
sentence. 
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This year’s ESCHFOE congress took place in 

Poertschach in Austria. Daniel Hodgson and 

Sascha Meding from the Guild were there 

representing the UK chimney sweeping in-

dustry. 

Following the President’s reports, the Vice 

President and General Manager positions 

where voted for. President Hans-Guenther 

Beyerstedt, General Manager and Lawyer 

Torsten Arndt were all re-elected. 

The introduction and the passing of the ac-

counts for 2012/2013 was followed reports 

from the ESCHFOE workshops that were car-

ried out during the last year.  

A flyer has been created by the ESCHFOE 

workshops and been passed as a directive of 

all chimney sweeping associations. It de-

scribes the core services a professional chim-

ney sweep carries out and what the chimney 

sweeping Guilds should promote. The key to 

all services is the neutral advice and position 

of chimney sweeps as they do not install or 

sell products, but are the turning point of 

knowledge on which the industry is built up 

on. (obviously this is not the case for all 

sweeps in all countries ed.)  

 

After this the delegates had discussions 

about the uptake of new member countries 

and about the planning of the ESHFOE-

congress next year in the UK, hosted by the 

Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps.   

The congress in Poertschach was accompa-

nied by a trade show, where companies from 

all over Europe informed the delegates 

about fireplaces and stoves, chimney sys-

tems and tools for chimney sweeps.  

The meeting was then rounded of with a 

lecture from Dipl.-engineer Johannes Stei-

glechner from TUV SUED Industry Service 

Gmbh about the CE-marking, labelling with 

LOT 15 and the member and guest country 

reports from all chimney sweeping Guilds. 

 

 Sascha Meding 

Guild Vice chairman  

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

ESCHFOE Congress 2012 

 Delegates and members at 

the ESCHFOE Congress 2012 

in Poertschach, Austria 
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Odd Bits 

Text Alert 
We know from member feedback that a sig-
nificant percentage of members don’t check 
their emails regularly. Whilst that is entirely up 
to you, the main way for the Guild to com-
municate with members is via email. We don’t 
send very many per year but it is often im-
portant you see the information. Sometimes 
there will be a time sensitive issue that re-
quires your attention but if you only look once 
a month a deadline may have passed or the 
information could be out of date. In order to 
improve communication we will adopt a text 
alert system. We will send a text to let you 
know when an email has been sent from the 
Guild. This should also help us to keep your 
records up to date. If you receive the text but 
not the email then perhaps we don’t have the 
correct details and you can let us know. We 
will continue to send you information by post 
on the most important issues e.g. AGM notifi-
cation and agenda, but as it now costs around 
£200 to send a letter to all members I’m sure 
the majority would rather the money was 
spent elsewhere. 
 

Are They Mad? 
Thanks to Andy Pattullo, Gloucestershire, who 
sent in a link to this product. http://
eurocowls.com/?page_id=120  

For obvious reasons we would advise you nev-
er recommend or fit anything like this to any 
live chimney. 
 

Pigeon Post 
Thanks also to Jessica Hays, North Essex, who 
sent this link about a recent find in a chimney 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/
video/2012/nov/02/carrier-pigeon-coded-
message-video     I have been prompted to add 
a new question to the Guild member profile 
“Have you ever found anything interesting 

inside a chimney” 

Bogus Guild Sweeps 
Thanks to all who have alerted us to unauthor-
ised use of Guild logos by non-members. We 
even had some false claims of being a 
“member of the Guild of Master Chimney 
Sweeps” in print and contacted around 20 in-
dividuals over the last year. It shows we must 
be doing something right We are finding that 
Trading Standards are very helpful in assisting 
us with some individuals. .  We rely more and 
more on members to let us know if they are 
suspicious. If you find someone using the logos 
or claiming to be a member who is not on the 
website, please let us know. 
www.info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.u
k  

 

Advertising Scams 
We have had a number of reports (thanks to 
Tony Lavin, Lincoln) of fraudulent advertising 
sales being targeted at some members. You 
are more likely to be contacted if you are new-
ly registered with the Guild or HETAS or other 
organisation where your details are publicly 
displayed or, if you have undertaken a new 
avenue of advertising. 

They mostly take the form of some sort of 
space on a calendar / advertiser often stated 
to be related to a charitable good cause, po-
lice, fire service, etc. 

I usually ask them to send me a copy of last 
year’s or even the current one. A genuine ad-
vertiser will be able to supply lots of infor-
mation. Google the company for info, don’t 
rush, time is not likely to be that pressing. If 
you are told it is please be suspi-
cious.  Personally I choose any advertising me-
dium I want in advance and I am always suspi-
cious of an unsolicited call. Buyer beware. 

http://eurocowls.com/?page_id=120
http://eurocowls.com/?page_id=120
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2012/nov/02/carrier-pigeon-coded-message-video
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2012/nov/02/carrier-pigeon-coded-message-video
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/video/2012/nov/02/carrier-pigeon-coded-message-video
http://www.info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk
http://www.info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk
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We have finally found some time to organise 
a programme of regional meetings for Guild 
members. We elected eight Regional Officers 
at the AGM’s in 2011 and 2012. There has 
been a need and a desire amongst many 
members for an organised system of regional 
meetings for some time now. Many of us 
already know the social, business and profes-
sional benefits of getting together with fel-
low Guild members but that is never easy on 
a national level. It is hoped that the Regional 
meetings will provide you with many bene-
fits. The Guild aim to be a co-operative and 
democratic organisation and believe that by 
promoting our members best interests we 
improve the whole industry, ultimately to 
the benefit of the consumer. 

The aims of the programme are several. 
Good communications are vital to the effec-
tive functioning of any organisation and the 
programme will form closer links between 
the members and the board. The distribution 
and gathering of information will be much 
more effective and members will more easily 
be able to feedback information and ideas to 
the board.  

We see the Regional Officers becoming an 
integral part of the Guild, promoting co-
operation, the sharing of knowledge and 
information and identifying opportunities 
and problems from the members’ viewpoint. 
We hope hold the first meetings toward the 
end of March / early April, and again in Octo-
ber. We have the AGM in August.  

We will send you more detailed information 
on what will be happening in your area 
shortly. After that your Regional Officer will 
be in touch. You are free to attend any re-
gional meeting you like. The board will pro-
vide a basic agenda for each meeting.  This 
will create continuity throughout the country 
– each meeting will have the same structure 

and will have the same common agenda. 
This way, when we need to distribute infor-
mation, we will know the same information 
has been delivered to everyone who attends, 
regardless of where they live in the country. 
Similarly, when we ask for feedback and sug-
gestions from you, we will know everyone 
has been asked the same questions. Any-
thing extra you’d like to include should be 
fine. The most important thing is that mem-
bers get together and that everyone includ-
ed equally.  

 

In case you don’t know who the Regional 
Officer’s are, here’s the list. Wales - Robert 
Hudson,  Scotland - Andrew Tennant,  Mid-
lands - Nigel Potter,   

South - Barry Chislett-Bruce,  South East  -
  Les Bowering,  South West -  Iain Ste-
vens,  North West -  David Barnes,   North 
East  -   Simon Rooney   

If you’d like to see what they look like go the 
“Contacts” page on the Guild site and look 
under officials. Simon – your face will be 
there soon.  

 

We don’t expect everything will be perfect 
from the start but I’m sure we can all keep 
up the excellent Guild tradition of learning as 
we go. It will be your meeting so it will be up 
to you to get the most from it. Have fun. 

 

Lawson Wight 

 

 

  

 

Regional Meetings 
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Chimney Horrors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

The pictures below vividly demonstrate the problems that can result from 
incorrect terminals. They have been reproduced here with the kind permis-
sion of Craig Forster, a NACS member from Kent. Craig is a veteran member 
on UCS – the United Chimney Sweeps Forum. I’ve heard some say it’s just a 
place where the same people moan about the same old stuff but this is un-
fair. There is a lot of good info posted as well and healthy discussion can only 
be a good thing. If you have not looked at it yet please consider registering, it 
would be good to have a few more Guild members input their views and ide-
as. Go to www.ukchimneysweeps.activeboard.com  

 

http://www.ukchimneysweeps.activeboard.com
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Not so much a horror as “I don’t believe it” – The person refurbishing this property to 
sell went to some lengths to make the fireplace look good.” 

Lawson Wight, Cambridge 

Chimney Horrors 

All looks fine? 

Still fine? 

Nicely made but 

slightly combus-

tible 
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“A customer of mine deep in the ‘Black Country’ thought this flue pipe off 
his woodburner was okay”. Tim Sumner 

Chimney Horrors 

“The most frightening thing 
about this is the customer 
actually needed me to explain 
what was wrong with his 
wood store!!” 

Iain Stevens, Penzance 
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Events Diary 

18th March 

Board meeting 

 

 

 

4th-7th February 

New member training course 

 

 

 

 

 

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Su

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

February 2013 

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Su

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

March 2013 
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Events Diary 

20th August 2013 

AGM, and Dinner 

21st-22nd August 2013 

Exhibition 

 

Board Meetings 

18th March  7th May  24th June 

5th August  30th September 25th November 

If any member has an item they wish raised at a board meeting,              

please contact a Board member or email  

info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

Dates for your diary 

Mo Tue We Thu Fri Sat Su

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

April 2013 
8th-11th April 

New member training course 
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