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A letter from 
the Chairman
Dear Members,

I hope you all had a good season. 
I would like to thank the members 
who re-elected myself and the 
board at the AGM your, attendance 
is much appreciated as is your 
support. 

There have been a few changes in 
the Guild recently; firstly, Lisa Wight 
has resigned as Guild secretary and 
as such is no longer your point of 
contact for admin matters. Thank 
you to Lisa for all her work and 
input over the last four years.  Mr 
David Wooffindin is the interim 
contact now and his daughter Nina 
is picking up some of the slack left 
over. The telephone is still manned 
by Sarah if you need to contact us in 
an emergency.

I am very pleased to introduce 
you all to a new Guild director. Mr 
Steven Howard, formerly NACS 
Technical director, has been invited 
to join our board and luckily he has 
accepted. He is taking the new role 
of Director of Safety and Standards.  
This position is a full board voting 
position and fills an important void 
with some very experienced and 
skilled hands. You will have the 
opportunity to ratify the decision at 
the AGM later this year. I would 

personally like to say welcome to 
our board Steven and to our Guild 
of which we are very proud and I`m 
quite sure you will be soon enough 
too. Steven is very active on the 
Guild forum so you can meet him 
and ask questions there.

I recently attended the ESCHFOE 
meeting as a representative of the 
UK chimney sweeping industry in 
Serbia earlier this year. The meeting 
was good and Russia attended for 
the first time. Talks were had on 
them joining the Federation.  The 
Brussels wing of the ESCHFOE 
has been working on some Norms 
which will affect us as some point 
in the future. It was strange being 
so far east, making the comparison 
between the West and seeing just 
how far we have come.

We are taking steps to improve 
member communication and 
member services in general. We 
are outsourcing production of the 
newsletter and this should lead to 
much more regular publication. We 
are introducing a mass text facility 
so we can easily send messages 
to all members. We don’t intend to 
bombard you but it will be useful 

to direct you to more detailed 
information or as a prompt / 
reminder. There are a couple of new 
one day courses in the planning 
stages. These will further enhance 
the already excellent overall 
standard of Guild members and will 
be offered at cost.

Yours Sincerely,

Daniel Hodgson
Chairman

MARCH 2015 
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AGM & Trade
Exhibition 2015

This year’s AGM and Trade Exhibition 
will be held at the Marriott Hotel, 
Waltham Abbey, Essex, on Saturday 
18th July. The Gala dinner and world 
famous Guild charity raffle will be 
the evening of Friday 17th. 

We tried hard to be in the Bristol 
area this year but were ultimately 
unable to find a venue which could 
meet all our requirements. We have 
used the Waltham Abbey venue in 
the past and it has worked well.

It’s our opportunity to meet old 
friends and hear first hand what’s 
happening in the Guild. Officers 
are elected, members can raise 
issues and we will discuss the 
future direction of the Guild and 
the chimney sweeping industry in 
general. 

The trade show is excellent for 
getting your hands on to the tools 
and equipment you may want. The 
exhibitors are obviously very keen 

to showcase their products and 
explain any deals they may have.

Last year we had over 30% of 
members attend the AGM. Please 
come if you can, each additional 
member makes a difference.
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Caption
Competition
The picture below was taken at the Gala dinner last year. Please send your captions to Lawson@camsweep.co.uk.

The winner will receive a copy of the newly published “The Stove Book”. 
It is the best book I have seen on the subject and contains good factual 
information for any customer who is considering installing a stove.  There 
is also a nice ad for the Guild. If you’d like to supply copies, Rupert Wheeler 
of Posthouse publishing will be pleased to give you favourable terms. 
Contact him at: mailto:info@posthousepublishing.com and mention you 
are a Guild member.
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CPL Trips

Last March a group of Guild 
members travelled to the CPL 
briquetting works at Immingham 
in Lincolnshire to see how their 
smokeless fuels are made. We later 
discovered that this was the first 
ever group of chimney sweeps to 
be invited on the tour. They were 
treated to a very enjoyable and 
educational day by the enthusiastic 
and professional staff.

You can see articles and pictures 
from that day in the May 2014 
Newsletter, or on the forum at 
http://gomcs.activeboard.com/
t57535083/cpl-trip/    

I am very pleased to announce that 
Jon Carter and CPL have offered 
us two further dates so this is 
your opportunity to visit the works 
and learn much more about their 
fuels. Everyone who made the 
first visit agreed that not only had 
they enjoyed themselves but the 
information they learned would be 
useful for them and their customers.

There is no cost but you are 
responsible for travel arrangements.
The dates are  Wednesday 8th 
April and another to be confirmed. 
Each day is limited to 12 visitors 
and places will be booked on a first 

come first served basis. If you are 
interested please contact me by 
email – Lawson@camsweep.co.uk I 
will acknowledge your booking and 
details will follow.
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Guild Online Forum
http://gomcs.activeboard.com/

The Guild forum recently registered 
the 100th member- Fergus 
Sharman, Hertfordshire, welcome 
Fergus (also known as Rob).

For those who have not registered 
yet I can’t encourage you enough. 
Over time this forum will develop 
to become a very useful tool for 
you and your business. Already 
you can get answers to questions 
on any subject e.g. vital technical 
information concerning swept / 
90 degree bends at http://gomcs.
activeboard.com/t58705199/
swept-bends-horizontal-run-etc/  

Perhaps you’d like to hear your fellow 
members views on drills or other 
tools http://gomcs.activeboard.
com/t57461796/power-sweeping-
drill/ or maybe check out the jaw 
dropping dangerous installations 
and situations in the chimney horrors 
section http://gomcs.activeboard.
com/f610168/chimney-horrorswall-
of-shame/  Next year, forum 
members will be voting for the prize 
for the best (worst really) chimney 
horror photos from the chimney 
horrors section. £250 for posting a 
few pictures has to be worth a go.

The “Search “facility allows you to 
use keywords to find information on 
any topic / past post.

We now have members buying 
and selling goods in the For sale 
/ Wanted section and there has 
been some good kit come and 
go already. Regular contributors 
exchange information on a great 

variety of subjects and you can learn 
a lot quickly. I have been sweeping 
chimneys for 15 years and have 
been involved in training and 
working for the Guild for nearly half 
that time. I find I can regularly learn 
something new and useful on the 
forum. I can save time and money 
and expand my knowledge. I can 
make contacts and keep in touch 
with others. It can be quite a solitary 
business sweeping chimneys and 
many get stuck in their own ways. 

They may be quite good ways but 
if you simply don’t know there is 
something new or different you 
won’t be able to develop much 
further. In a fast changing industry 
like ours, failing to keep up with 
developments could ultimately 
harm your business. The forum is 
where the latest news is published 
first e.g. the general discussion 
surrounding the letter from Martin 
Glynn of NACS in the September 
edition of Fires and Fireplaces 
magazine (see the reply in the 
November issue). 

If you are having difficulty using 
any aspects please go to the “New 
Member Introduction” section on 
the homepage and select the topic 
“How to make a post” http://gomcs.
activeboard.com/t57471147/how-
to-make-a-post-etc/  If you get 
stuck with something just post your 
question, the answer won’t be long 
coming. 

The Guild has always sought 
to foster a co-operative culture 

amongst members as we feel this 
approach provides the greatest 
benefit. The forum is another way 
we can co-operate for the common 
good. It can keep you informed and 
ahead of the game in a way that no 
other media can get close to. The 
more you use and contribute to it, 
the better it will get – for you.

Veyatie Black
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Chimey Fires &
Consumer Advice
Dear Members/Colleagues  

I am pleased to be able to deliver 
my first article for the Guilds’ 
newsletter. Our industry continues 
to evolve, and we as professional 
competent chimney sweeps need 
to ensure we evolve accordingly. 

Chimney fires may seem like a 
minor incident to many who aren’t 
involved in our industry, but they 
can easily spread to other parts of a 
building or property causing serious 
damage leading to potential loss of 
revenue. Statistics show that 80% of 
businesses that suffer a serious fire 
do not recover.

With the trend and popularity in 
recent years of fitting log burners, 
multi-fuel stoves and open fires, it 
has now; more so than previously, 
become increasingly important 
in ensuring that chimneys and 
flues are swept at regular and the 
required frequencies depending 
on the types and quality of fuels 
burned.

It is difficult to pin-point exactly the 
true number of chimney related 
incidents across the country, 
as many often go unreported. 
Current statistics show around 
9,000 reported incidents in England 
during the past 12 months. This 
figure is quite alarming in that during 
2007/ 2008 the same statistics 
showed a figure of approximately 
6,300 reported incidents. These 
figures will of course be significantly 
greater if including the rest of the 

UK and proves the popularity in solid 
fuel and wood burning appliances is 
having a knock on effect on safety.
(Not all chimney fires are caused by 
poor maintenance as often poor 
installation also plays a major role.)

What to do after a Chimney Fire
The GMCS cannot reiterate enough 
the importance of the need for 
regular chimney maintenance. 
We are on the front line and best 
placed to minimise potential 
dangers. Educating the general 
public and the “end user” is 
something that will remain ongoing 
indefinitely.

Following a chimney fire and after it 
has been extinguished, the chimney 
MUST be inspected as soon as 
possible.

Guild members should perform 
a thorough inspection before the 
chimney is used again to ascertain 
if the rapid changes in temperature 
, which would have occurred within 
the chimney, have caused any 
damage and also to determine the 
need for any remedial measures. 
In most cases, temperatures may 
have reached in excess of 1100 
degrees Celsius resulting in massive 
radiant heat being emitted through 
the chimney walls. Chimneys MUST 
not be used prior to an inspection.

Inspections can be visual (including 
the use of high powered binoculars) 

throughout the entire length of the 
flue, by means of a CCTV system 
which is a vital part of a tool kit, a 
suitable Smoke Test, carried out 
in accordance with the current 
required standards (Appendix 
E, Document J) or by means of 
Pressure Testing.

In situations where the chimney is 
of a masonry construction, this will 
probably require either remedial/
structural work, or more likely 
re-lining and making safe with a 
suitable system to accommodate 
both the style of flue and the 
appliance.
Where manufactured and factory 
built metal systems are installed, 
these will likely need replacing.

Advice to Consumers
In accordance with GMCS 
publications (The Good Fuel 
Guide) the GMCS Certificate of 
Chimney Sweeping, and other 
related industry publications, we 
can continuously press home the 
importance, need and urgency for 
proper maintenance and consumer 
awareness relating to appliance 
and chimney safety

Sweeping frequency?
Is a smoke alarm fitted? If not, why 
not? If yes, is it working?  Is a carbon 
monoxide detector fitted? (CO 
Detector’s are compulsory since  
Oct 2010, BS EN 50291).
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Is there adequate supply of 
uninterrupted air?
Is the wood fuel the correct 
moisture? Is there a suitable fire/
spark guard fitted? (BS 3248 or 
BS8423) Is the appliance suitably 
sized for the room? Is the appliance 
safe to use? The list can be endless. 

The general trend now by 
consumers seems to be that 
they prefer to burn wood. Most 
don’t realise that in accordance 
with appliance manufactures 
recommendations, moisture 
content should be no greater than 
20%. Even fewer seem to be aware 
that freshly cut wood can contain in 
excess of 45% water/moisture.

Split seasoned logs should be 
recommended.

Ash =   probably the best burning 
wood providing plenty of heat
Beech =  good when well seasoned
Birch =   good heat/bright flame. 
Burns quickly though
Larch =   good heat, but crackles 
and spits
Oak  =  old dry seasoned oak is 
excellent, burns slow with good 
heat

The above if at 20% moisture will 
produce an average net calorific 
value (CV) by mass kWh/Kg of 4.1

Other kiln dried logs may be 
recommended = Higher CV

A suitable log store is also    
paramount in ensuring correct 
moisture levels, ideally with a 
minimum capacity of 1.5 cubic 
meters. Moisture meters and 
stove pipe thermometers are also 
advisable.

The general differences are that 
hardwoods (deciduous species) 
tend to be denser and softwoods 
(evergreen, pine, fir etc) tend to 
contain more resins. The main 
difference between the species 
is the moisture content when the 
timber is green and the rate of 
drying time required.

Burning unseasoned wood is an 
inefficient practise. Most of the 
energy released is used to dry the 
fuel and boil off the water content 
within the log, thus resulting in poor 
heat, condensation within the flue 
resulting in creosote. This circle of 
events will ultimately bring us back 
to the issues relating to chimney 
fires.

A log burner should never be banked 
up for slow overnight burning. 

Additional information can be 
sourced at:-
www.solidfuel.co.uk 
(Guide to Wood and Multi-Fuel}
www.hetas.co.uk      
(HETAS Advice Sheets)

Steven Howard
Guild Safety Director
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The Good Fuel Guide

Charity Walk

We are very pleased to announce that the 2nd edition of the Good Fuel Guide is now available. For anyone 
who does not know, this 20 page glossy brochure is a collaborative production between the Guild and CPL 
distribution. 

Many members find it a very useful tool to help educate and inform their customers on many issues from fuel 
and appliance use to CO and ventilation requirements. The new edition has been updated with the Industry 
Standard information so distributing the Guide will help to further promote the standard. 

CPL have provided us with a second run. They are free of charge to us so a big thanks to CPL. If you want to 
know how to get the best out of using the Guide please take a few minutes to look at the instructional video 
on the Guild YouTube channel http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jseh1VDDftQ 

The 20% introductory discount offer is still available on their manufactured fuels (inc Kiln dried logs) so some 
of your customers may be happy to take advantage.

To order, please email David Wooffindin at guildtraining1984@gmail.com  Dave or Nina will contact you to 
arrange payment for carriage, £10.00 inc. for a box of 200 brochures.

The Guild directors have boxes available for local collection.

Well, it was nice to meet so many 
Guild members at the AGM. I was the 
one in the middle receiving the large 
comedy cheque presented to the 
Carbon Monoxide awareness charity, 
the CO and Gas Safety Society at the 
Gala dinner. Guild members once 
again did a magnificent job and raised 
over £1000 for the charity. The lady 
who received the cheque with me 
was Susan Ross, who lost her brother 
to CO poisoning and in a separate 
event, nearly lost her son.
 
To those who attended the AGM, you 
may already know that I do a little 
work for the Carbon Monoxide and 
Gas Safety Society. For those who 

didn’t, you know now. You can check 
out the work of the society at http://
www.co-gassafety.co.uk/ <http://
www.co-gassafety.co.uk/>  where you 
will find masses of useful information 
and statistics on CO poisoning. The 
charity, which aims to promote CO 
awareness, relies almost entirely on 
volunteers and donations and the 
Guild has been proud to support 
this worthy cause. During my time 
working with the charity, I have met 
and conversed with many victims of 
CO poisoning and also surviving family 
members. This year, I was asked to 
join their board of reference and was 
pleased to accept. So now I want to 
tell you a little story. 

In the Spring of last year I was made 
aware of a charity event being run by 
Jessica Jones in honour of her sister 
who died of CO poisoning in 2013, 
leaving a baby son, now being cared 
for by Jessica. On the 4th of October 
2014, Jessica, who was just 19 at the 
time of her sisters death, organised a 
walk up Pen-Y-Fan in Mid Glamorgan 
to raise money for CO & Gas Safety 
Awareness. Pen-Y-Fan is the highest 
peak south of Snowdon in the UK. 
I was invited to join the walk, and 
following posts on the Guild and other 
forums, committed to do the 380 mile 
round trip and join them for the walk. 
Having hit my target of £200 (actually 
raised £380 plus gift aid), I promised 
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to do it in traditional sweeps ‘uniform’ 
complete with rods and brushes.
 
The day was fantastic. It rained 
almost the entire 3 hour journey to 
Mid Glamorgan but dried up just 20 
miles from the start. I was met on the 
car park by Stephanie Trotter and her 
husband John and did most of the 
walk with them. Despite strong winds, 
it was a glorious day but I made sure I 
had several warm layers on under my 
white shirt! I seriously wish I had taken 
a collection box, as every hundred 
yards or so, we were stopped by 
passers by who just ‘had to ask’ what 
the outfit was all about. Stephanie 
was in her element and took the 
opportunity to lecture each and every 
one on the dangers of CO.  By the time 
we reached the peak, we were treated 
to a most magnificent show by the 
local gliding club, using the ‘Fan’ as a 
means to produce incredible lift over 
the hillside. They came within a few 
feet of the ridge and you could literally 
count the rivets in the wings! 
 
At the end of the event, Jessica’s 
family and many of the walkers retired 
to a local pub for a meal and I joined 
them for a drink where the tally for the 
day was counted and came to a great 
total of over £1000. 
 
If you or yours family and friends would 
like to contribute to this wonderful 
effort, you can. The giving page for 
the event is now closed, but you can 
donate to Co-gas safety at http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.
action?charityId=1006664 <http://
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/charity-
web/charity/finalCharityHomepage.
action?charityId=1006664  - Please 
think - how much of your work is driven 
by customers’ appreciation of CO 
issues? 1 sweep per year, 10 sweeps 
per year or 100 or more sweeps per 
year? How much would you give, 1/4 

of a sweep, half a sweep or maybe 
one sweep in value? As Tesco say, 
every little helps. There’s no such thing 
as too small a donation. 
If you do decide to give at the virgin 
money page, please add a note and 
reference ‘Guild’ or GOMCS’ so they 
can see where the money is coming 
from.
 
Stephanie Trotter OBE, President 
of the society, has asked me to 
express how grateful they are to Guild 
members for their fantastic support 
this year so far, but I would like to point 
out that this is a personal request in 
support of Jessica Jones, it is not an 
appeal from the charity or the Guild.
 
Before I committed to doing the 
event, one or two members of 
the Guild forum had expressed an 
interest in doing the walk as well. 
In the event, it all got left a little too 

late to organise a group posse, but I 
wondered if any other Guild members 
might be interested in joining in on a 
possible future sweeps charity event? 
Please let me know what you think, 
either through the Guild forum, via 
the Guild web site or email sweep@
chimneydoc.co.uk

Finally, if you feel that friends or family 
might also like to contribute, please 
forward the links on, or give me 
their email address and I will make a 
personal appeal. 
 
All the above links and lots more 
pictures from the day are on the Guild 
forum at http://gomcs.activeboard.
com/ - if you are not already signed 
up, do it today! 

Regards

Mark Aylett
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Ventilation 
Requirements

There is a new video on the 
Guild YouTube channel covering 
ventilation for solid fueled appliances 
http://www.youtube.com/user/
guildofsweepstv?feature=results_
main 

Stefan Waumsley and David 
Wooffindin explain the details and 
offer some advice and options for 
ventilation issues. You could refer a 

doubting customer here or perhaps 
link to it from a relevant part of 
your website for a bit of third party 
validation.

The link will take you to the main 
Guild YouTube page where there 
are now 8 videos on a variety of 
topics. If you visit, please subscribe 
as this promotes the channel, the 
Guild, and ultimately you. Next 

video to be posted here will be clips 
and highlights from last year’s Gala 
Dinner, AGM and Trade Exhibition.

Thanks to Stefan and Dave for their 
efforts and also to Iain Stevens, 
Regional Officer South West, for 
filming and editing.

Lawson
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Check Your Details

Moving House?

This information has been placed in the newsletter several times before but the issue will always remain unless 
YOU do this from time to time.

It is important that every member goes to their own page on the Guild sweep search and makes sure the 
following details are correct.

• Phone numbers
• Email address – send yourself one as a test.
• Link to your own website – click it to make sure it is functioning.
• Your address 
• Areas covered – you can put up to 25 place names here. Customers searching will find you more often if you 
have place names here.

You will be likely to miss out on business and important communications if your details are not up to date. 

From time to time a long standing customer may tell you that they are moving away from the area and this will 
be the last time they see you.

You can do your customer a favour by simply suggesting that they don’t use any appliance that has no recent 
documentation and if they have need of a good chimney sweep at their new house, they should visit the Guild 
of Master Chimney Sweeps website and use the “Sweep Search” facility. I’m sure some of you do this already, 
perhaps even suggesting they seek out a member known to you. Small actions like this have a positive and 
cumulative effect.
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Member Profile No.20

John Eardley
How long have you been sweeping chimneys and 
how did you get started?
I have been in the Industry for over 12 years and 
sweeping for the last four years.

What first attracted you to the business?
I was put into the position of Sweep and Service Engineer 
by my then employer.

Is sweeping your full time business?  If not, what 
else do you do?
Sweeping, servicing and installations are my business.

Do you work alone?  If not who helps you and how?
I work alone for the majority of time, but, have several 
good friends who book me to work with them, or, vice 
versa.  We seem to have a good time on the jobs we do 
and always work to the highest spec’s we can.

What did you do prior to chimney sweeping? 
Motor trade and parts dept.’s, street furniture 
manufacture, computer spares then a stove and 
installation shop.

What do you find most frustrating about the 
industry?
Why there is not one standard for HETAS, OFTEC and 
Gas i.e. termination and ventilation.

What do you like most about being a chimney 
sweep?
This year it feels as if most of my previous customers are 
more like friends and are welcoming into their homes.

What do you like least?
Sometimes the long night of phone calls, after a long 
day.  But, this is where one call can make your night or, 
want to bang your head against the wall in frustration 
too!

What do you like to do when you are not working?
Family, Scuba Diving, Motor cycling, car repair, gardening 
and spare time!!

How long have you been involved with the Guild and 
why did you join?
Just over a year now with the Guild.  I was in NACS, but 

the guild course was just so much more, plus having 
met most of the Board after a talk by Jim Lambert, the 
enthusiasm and wanting a quality and high standard for 
sweeps.

Have you ever found anything interesting inside a 
chimney?
I once dislodged a brick growl which only just missed my 
arm!!  Lumps of mortar just letting enough flue gasses 
past to work and having to open up, knock out, ream or 
sweep out to allow liners to go down some were 7/8ths of 
the diameter of the flue!

What is your most memorable sweeping experience?
Power sweeping for the first time and seeing how 
effective a system it can be.

How do you view the future of chimney sweeping and 
what do you think the role of chimney sweeps should 
be in the future?
This has to be a growth industry, which while quality work 
and care is taken to customers, then we should be asked 
to return year in, plus get recommendation to friends and 
family of our customers.  By trying to give sound, accurate 
and safe advice to get the customer to care and operate 
the stoves/fires as efficiently-hence economically, they 
notice the difference and save on fuel/operating costs.

They then recommend the Guild Sweeps to others, 
increasing our workload throughout the year. I would like 
to complete the camera survey course next year and 
head towards Master Chimney Sweep.

If you have any particular sweeping story or anecdote 
you’d like to share, then write it here.  

Around eleven years ago, I gave some advice to a new 
sweep, hoping he would succeed in his new venture in his 
new business trading and be a success.  

The same chap asked me to consider joining the Guild 
9 years later as he had become heavily involved and 
thought it would be a very good move for me!
It’s funny how things and life turns out!!


