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Regional Meetings 

Over a period of about a fortnight in 
March, six Guild Regional Officers held 
the first ever Guild regional meetings and 
over 60 members attended them. A big 
thank you for all the hard work of Iain 
Stevens (Cornwall), Les Bowering 
(Hampshire), Nigel Potter 
(Leicestershire), David Barnes (Greater 
Manchester), Simon Rooney (County 
Durham) and Andrew Tenant (Scotland).  

It takes more than you might imagine to 
organize these meetings and as usual 
with these things, you only get benefit 
through participating. Members who 
attended were very pleased to have the 
opportunity to meet other more local 
members and go through the news and 
meeting agenda, giving their feedback 
and thoughts on a variety of topics. 

Nigel Potter’s meeting in Leicester 
attracted the most members – 11.  The 
Scottish members excelled themselves 
with a turnout of over 60% attending the 
meeting in Perth. Given the traveling in-
volved for some, this was commendable. 

Distance to the nearest meeting was 
more difficult in some areas than others. 
We will need to elect three additional 
Regional Officers to give proper geo-
graphical coverage in the future. New 
officers will be required in 3 areas. One 
area will be around Gloucestershire / 
Worcestershire / Shropshire area. Anoth-
er from the Cambridgeshire area and an-

other in perhaps South Yorkshire. If you 
are interested in becoming a Guild Re-
gional Officer please get in touch. You 
don’t necessarily need to be a very expe-
rienced sweep as it’s more about organiz-
ing and chairing the meeting and return-
ing the feedback. We will discuss future 
regional meetings at the AGM. 

The agenda for these meetings was iden-
tical so it was interesting to see the var-
ied feedback. The most common subjects 
for feedback across all the meetings 
were: 

In no particular order: 

Forum – thought to be a very good idea. 
Website issues – splitting the website for 
different users. AGM timing. Guild Shop 
– Personalised merchandise, Guild brand-
ed goods, clothing range, discounts and 
discount codes for using with suppliers. 
Branded CO alarms. Liaison officer 
thought to be a very good idea. Good 
Fuel Guides. Certificate issues. Training – 
follow up days, training abroad. 

The general feeling was that the meeting 
brought everyone closer together and 
were worthwhile. The feedback has gone 
to the board. We will address points 
raised at the individual meetings for 
“Matters Arising” at your next meetings. 

Thanks again to everyone who took part. 



 2 

 

A letter from the Chairman 
 Hello fellow members 

I would like to start this chairman’s 

letter on a sad note and give my deepest 

condolences to the family and friends of 

Mr John Grimmette, a fellow Guild 

sweep, who sadly passed away earlier 

this year. Rather than sending flowers 

the Guild is making a small donation to 

the Salvation Army of which John was a 

supporter. 

I would like to make a request to the 

members to start to send the Guild the 

third copy of your certificates whenever 

a dangerous occurrence or significant 

non-compliance is found. In our unregu-

lated industry this important infor-

mation may well be necessary to safe-

guard our future. In other words, you as 

a Guild sweep are helping to save peo-

ple’s lives by our documented actions. 

This alone makes our work (us really) 

very necessary and future proofs our 

jobs. If you do not send them the board 

has no ammunition to fight our corner in 

this respect. I will not comment on the 

number of members who have made 

the effort so far. You can send the third 

copy to Sascha Meding, our Vice Chair-

man. Find his details on the Guild site in 

Surrey. You can also hand them in at the 

AGM.  

As you probably know the guild hold a 

raffle at the AGM of which all takings are 

donated to our chosen charity, CO Gas 

Safety. In 2013 we netted over a thou-

sand pounds for their cause.  Getting to 

the point making of this happen requires 

two things; 1. donations for raffle prizes 

from our associate members and 2. the 

membership to buy tickets. If our associ-

ate members reading here are feeling 

generous please remember it`s for a 

great cause and for my fellow sweeps 

hopefully you will be persuaded to buy 

that one or two extra strips at the even-

ing meal. 

On a final note the Hearth and Home 

exhibition is on at Harrogate. I have 

posted the details here so that you 

might take a day out and visit us on our 

stand. 

HEARTH & HOME EXHIBITION 

Harrogate International Centre, Ripon 

Road, Harrogate, North Yorkshire HG1 

2RDHearth & Home Exhibition opens at 

10:00 each day and closes at 17:00 Sun-

day 8th and Monday 9th and 16:00 

Tuesday 10th June 2014 

I look forward to seeing you all soon at 

our AGM or indeed the H&H. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

 

Daniel Hodgson 

Daniel Hodgson 
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New Guild Forum 

The Guild now has an online forum. We owe 
a big thank you to Scottish Regional Officer 
Andrew Tenant who has organised the setup 
and design. Andrew is the forum administra-
tor. Mark Aylett, Chimneydoc from Leices-
tershire, has kindly offered to assist Andrew 
as a moderator. The forum is for use by 
Guild members only. 

You will be able to make online posts on any 
subject. You can ask technical questions, look 
up answers to your questions, review tools 
and equipment, or discuss the services your 
business uses. It is now simple to share infor-
mation, post pictures and videos. You can 
advertise items for sale / wanted. You can 
send private messages to any other regis-
tered member or use the chat box facility for 
online chat. You can debate any sub-
ject.  Over time parts of it will become a ref-
erence archive.  

If you are looking to keep AGM costs down, 
this is the place to organize a lift or sharing a 
room. Just click on the “Meetings and 
Shows” topic and click on the post entitled 
“AGM 2014 – Share a lift or a room”. Reply 
to the post and anyone looking will see your 
details. 

There is a section where the Guild can up-
date you with information on a regular basis 
and this information will be permanent and 
all in one place so you don’t have to search 
your computer files or call someone to find 
documents / information etc. You don’t have 
to contribute anything if you don’t want to, 
or you could be very active, it does not 
matter. A forum can be a very social place 
and it should really improve communication 
and networking between members.  

There are a few simple rules on courtesy etc. 
and you are personally responsible for what 

you write. It should be very useful for those 
that use it. 

Please keep your login details private as this 
forum is for Guild members only. 

 

You can register now.  
 

Go to http://gomcs.activeboard.com to regis-
ter. In the top right hand corner there is a 
member’s login box. In the box you should 
choose “New Member”.  This will take you to 
a registration page. You will then need to fill 
in your details. Andrew will check them and 
register you.  

Once you are registered go to the homepage 
and you will see a list of forum topics down 
the right hand side of the screen. If you click 
on”New Member Introduction” you will see 
a post entitled “How to make a post etc.” 
Click here for a short explanation of how to 
get started.  

It may take you a little while to have a look 
round and get used to what is possible but 
you can always post a question on the forum 
about how to use a part of it or how to per-
form a certain task – the answer is then 
there for you and all other members to see 
and use. Try to keep your posts in the rele-
vant topic.  

There will be a “Forum Helpdesk” on the 
Guild stand at the Trade Show. Mark Aylett 
Chimneydoc) from Leicestershire and An-
drew Tenant will be on hand to help you 
with any forum related issues. Anything from 
registering and how to find your way around, 
to uploading pictures and files etc.  

 

Andrew Tenant 

Mark Aylett 

http://gomcs.activeboard.com
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A Sad Loss 
 

 
Regretfully I have to announce that one of our members, John 
Grimmette, died recently. John undertook the Guild training in 
early 2012 and began his sweeping business around the Essex vil-
lage of Margaret Roding. You may remember meeting him as he 
attended both of the last AGM’s and featured on the last Guild 
AGM Youtube clips.  

 

I had the pleasure of taking him out for a few days on-site training 
and found him to be very keen to learn and an all round nice guy. 
John was very keen on the idea of a Guild forum and I spoke to 
him about it only a week before.  Although he is not around to see 
it in action, I’m sure he’d have been a regular contributor. 

 

Three Guild members attended John’s funeral, Mark Hagon, Bob, 
Gliddon and Matt Wade. I heard that Matt showed up in his 
sweep clothes and John’s family were pleased to see some of his 
sweeping colleagues there.  

 

In lieu of a floral tribute the Guild have made a small donation to 
John’s local Salvation Army branch. Our thoughts and feelings are 
with John’s wife Sonia and his little boy, Alfie.  

 

Lawson Wight 

 

 

 

John Grimmette 
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AGM & Trade Show 2014 
 Gala dinner – Friday 11th July.   AGM & 

Trade Exhibition – Sat 12th July 

 

Leicester Marriott Hotel, Smith Way, 
Grove Park, Enderby, Leicester, LE19 
1SW 

 

If you’d like to see what some members 
said about last year’s Exhibition and 
AGM, go to http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IgJ3bxCCadQ  

Our AGM and Trade Show are fast ap-
proaching and you’ll receive an agenda 
and exhibition brochure in due course. 
Most of the stands are sold and most of 
the initial batch of reserved rooms also. 
Once the last few rooms in the first lot 
are gone we will ask Marriott to reserve 
some more but they do not guarantee 
the price will be the same– it depends 
how many they have available. So if you 
are coming book soon. Make your book-
ing using the code CHM. If you are 
attending the dinner on Friday 11th, 
please complete and return the booking 
form you received in the post. If you are 
attending the AGM please complete that 
part of the booking form. 

 If you don’t tell us you are coming we 
can’t order your lunch and refreshments! 

You can use the new forum to contact 
others who are going and perhaps share 
a lift etc. 

 

The AGM, dinner and show are our main 
opportunity to get together, discuss Guild 
and industry business and see what’s on 

offer from exhibitors at the show. For 
those who have been before you will al-
ready know it to be an excellent network-
ing opportunity and all round good social 
event. 

The rate of change within our industry 
continues to accelerate. The AGM is our 
only opportunity to collectively discuss 
and decide upon important issues. It’s 
the time the board will tell you how and 
what the Guild is doing as well as future 
plans. Please try to attend and make your 
contribution.  

 

The 2013 AGM minutes can be found in 
the member section of our website under 
Events Summary.  If you’re unable to log 
in to the members section please email 
info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk  

To book a room visit 
www.marriott.com   If you want to book 
by phone please call  

01162 820 100 and press option 1 for 
room reservations. Use booking code 
CHM. 

 
We are mindful of those members on a 
budget and realise that not everyone will 
want to stay at the hotel. There are plen-
ty of other local options. Even if you do 
not wish to come to the Gala Dinner you 
are very welcome to come to meet your 
fellow sweep for some drinks etc. and to 
join in the raffle. 

 
We look forward to seeing you all. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgJ3bxCCadQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgJ3bxCCadQ
mailto:info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk
http://www.marriott.com
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AGM Elections 

Guild board members are voted in for four year terms. These terms come to an end 
for all board positions at this year’s AGM. At this moment all the current directors 
intend to stand for re-election. The positions however are open to any member and 
if you’d like to stand for election you can let us know. These are the six board posi-
tions. The current incumbents are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Hodgson, Chairman      

Sascha Meding, Vice Chairman     

 David Wooffindin, Training Director    

 David Wooffindin, Treasurer     

Stefan Waulmsley, Technical Director    

 Lawson Wight, Public Relations Director.   

 

None of these positions attracts a salary but directors as well as some members are 
paid an hourly rate for various services to the Guild. 

If you want to stand you don’t have to give any notice if you don’t wish, you just 
need someone to nominate you and someone to second you on the day. 

We also need to elect at least 3 new Regional Officers. Please read the article on 
the recent regional meetings elsewhere in this newsletter. If you’d like to become a 
regional officer you don’t have to be elected at a meeting, you can be co-opted by 
the board and your position ratified at the next possible meeting (usually the next 
AGM). Again if you’d like to know more or put yourself forward please get in touch. 
If you are considering it and want to know what it has been like so far, why not 
contact one of the current Regional Officers and ask them.  



 7 

 

New Liaison Officers 

 

John Read and Nick Snook 

 

Many of you will be aware that stove companies, associated industry com-
panies and various organisations publish their own recommendation as to 
who sweeps the chimney. Sometimes the Guild is missed out or wrong / in-
complete contact information is provided. John Read from Ashburton in 
Devon has been appointed as a Guild Liaison Office and will be responsible 
for pursuing these situations and getting changes made. If you come across 
any manufacturers information or perhaps an organisation who omits the 
Guild from its sweeping guidelines then please let John know. He will con-
tact them, identify who to deal with and get suitable information to them 
regarding the Guild and its members. You can contact John via a private 
message on the forum – he is JAR, or email at: j.a.readjr@gmail.com  Over 
time this will address an imbalance that has existed for some time and will 
bring us a few more customers. 

 

Originally there was to be one Liaison Officer but as things move on and 
workloads change it is not always possible to get all the important work 
done. Nick Snook from Llangarron in Herefordshire has been appointed as a 
second liaison officer. His role will be to carry out a similar task but his focus 
will be on promoting the Industry Standard information to all and sundry. 

 

The further and faster this information is spread, the greater the effect will 
be. If you have any details of people or organisations that you think require 
to know the details of the Industry Standard and what it means to chimney 
sweeping, please send them to Nick. You can contact him via the forum – he 
is Snooky the sweep, or email him at snookythesweep@gmail.com   

 
These are simple things that we can all do and will have a very positive 
effect for Guild members. 

John Read 

Nick Snook 

mailto:j.a.readjr@gmail.com
mailto:snookythesweep@gmail.com
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 19 Mark Aylett 
How long have you been sweeping 
chimneys and how did you get started? 

Started 2005 with a set of brushes from 
B&Q – still my biggest mistake ever! 

 

What first attracted you to the busi-
ness? 

Needed a sweep for my own open fire 
but couldn’t find anyone locally. Having 
been self employed for the previous 10 
years, the idea of doing a job and getting 
paid there and then was quite appeal-
ing! 

 

Is sweeping your full time business?  If 
not, what else do you do? 

60/40 – my other business is tech sup-
port on Apple Mac computers, mainly to 
the print and publishing industry, but 
the money went out of print about 10 
years ago.  

 

Do you work alone?  If not who helps 
you and how? 

Mostly yes, but my son helps out in col-
lege holidays. 

 

What did you do prior to chimney 
sweeping? 

Trained as a Production Engineer, when 
we had an engineering industry, moved 
on to Computer aided Design and Manu-

facture (CAD/CAM) and then to Mac 
Tech support. 

 

What do you find most frustrating 
about the industry? 

The lack of proper regulation. I compete 
against sweeps who can go to B&Q and 
buy a set of brushes….. (sound familiar?)  

 

What do you like most about being a 
chimney sweep? 

Meeting people and the variety. On the 
same day, you can visit a stately home 
to those places where you wipe your 
feet on the way out! 

 

What do you like least? 

Wet weather – especially when you poll 
up and find an outside soot door! 

 

What do you like to do when you are 
not working? 
Life is always busy – I have a stepdaugh-
ter with severe learning disability who 
consumes all spare time, but in past 
years I flew Microlight aircraft (1993 
round Britain rally champion) and would 
love to take it up again if time/finances 
ever permit. 

 

 

 

Mark Aylett 
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Guild Member Profile  

No. 19 Mark Aylett 
How long have you been involved with 
the Guild and why did you join? 

Trained in 2010 but didn’t complete the 
assessments until 2012. Always knew I 
needed to get registered to be 
‘professional’ but having contacted 
NACS and got no replies, the Guild have 
been nothing but very supportive and 
helpful.  

 

Have you ever found anything inter-
esting inside a chimney? 

There is so much interesting in chim-
neys if you really look! Plenty of nests 
and all the usual debris we all find on a 
regular basis, but my favourite ‘find’ 
was a duck! Alive and kicking, if the 
little the worse for wear. 

 

What is your most memorable sweep-
ing experience? 

For all the wrong reasons – clearing 50 
foot of nest from a first floor (up a lad-
der) soot hatch at Aston Hall in Derby-
shire.  

 

How do you view the future of chim-
ney sweeping and what do you think 
the role of chimney sweeps should be 
in the future? 

I truly believe our industry needs great-
er regulation but feel we should have 
greater responsibility towards ensuring 
that flues are safe and fit for purpose, 

particularly with regard to the possibili-
ties of Carbon Monoxide contamina-
tion. I don’t want to become the ‘stove 
police’ but we are in a unique position 
to educate and report. 

 

If you have any particular sweeping 
story or anecdote you’d like to share, 
then write it here.   

 So many stories of nests and things 
that come down flues, but one that 
made me smile at the time. I did a 
sweep at a farm that specialised in rare 
dairy herds. They’d had a bird come 
down and wanted a bird guard fitted. I 
had dealt with the husband during the 
sweep, but said his wife would be there 
when I came back to fit the cowl as he 
would be away. On the day, I turned up 
and said that I had come about the 
cowl. “Oh yes” says the wife, and leads 
me across the courtyard and into a 
large barn. Pointing down barn she says 
– “it’s the big black one with the yellow 
tag on its ear”! There was an awkward 
moment when we looked at each other 
and she realised I wasn’t the vet who’d 
come ‘about the cow’! Somehow, I 
thought the chimney sweep logo on my 
polo shirt would have given me away! 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Aylett 
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Odd Bits 

 

Thatch Hook 

Lots of you will never see one of these. 
They were left like this at various points 
around villages and used to drag the 
burning thatch from a building. There are 

a few left near me as curiosities.  

 

Public Liability Insurance 
A number of organisations and insurers are 
now asking for 2.5 million public liability 
insurance cover for chimney sweeping 
work. If your cover is less than this, please 
ensure you increase your cover to a mini-
mum of 2.5 million at your next renewal.  

 

SOLD via Guild Forum— 

Chimney Access Ridge Stand by Ability In-
ternational  to purchase from Mr Tucker.  
“It is in excellent condition having had only 
light use. I am looking for offers around 
£800,it cost £1400” 

 

 

The Big Questions – Mem-
ber Survey 

 

You will soon receive a comprehensive sur-
vey questionnaire. The purpose of the sur-
vey is to get feedback from members on a 
wide range of Guild issues from the website 
to advertising, newsletters, training, forum, 
the future etc, etc. As with any survey it is 
important to ask the right questions. This 
matter was raised at the recent round of 
regional meetings and members attending 
these meetings have already submitted 
some questions. If you have any particular 
questions you would like to be included in 
this survey please send them to Law-
son@camsweep.co.uk  or via private mes-
sage to me on the forum (Veyatie Black). 
The results of the survey will help direct 
Guild policy and direction over the coming 
years so this will be your opportunity to 
give your opinions and input regarding the 
future of the Guild. To keep everything as 
simple as possible we will send the survey 
via an on-line third party, e.g. Survey Mon-
key. You will need to follow the instructions 
on the email to complete the survey.  We 
will give you the results at the AGM if all is 
completed in time. 

Lawson Wight 

mailto:Lawson@camsweep.co.uk
mailto:Lawson@camsweep.co.uk
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 Carbon Monoxide Issues                  
& CO-Gas safety 

CO-Gas saftey is a charity dedicated to all issues surrounding car-
bon monoxide poisoning. 

 

We’d like to remind you all of their on-going poster competition 
for schools. There is a teacher’s pack available and some excel-
lent prizes for the winners. If you would like to involve yourself 
with a local school please visit www.co-gassafety.co.uk/
competition.html All the details of how to involve yourself are 
here and it has been made easy. The Guild are very keen to be 
involved with this sort of campaign so please let us know what 
you have been up to and we’ll publish your story. Activity like 
this will obviously enhance your professional standing in your 
community with associated benefits for your business.  

In addition to the poster campaign CO-Gassaftey have designed 
a fully prepared talk and visual presentation making it easy for 
you to give accurate, professional and potentially lifesaving mes-
sage to your local schoolchildren and their teachers. 

 

At the Gala dinner this year, Daniel Hodgson will present CO-Gas 
safety with a cheque for over £1000, raised at last year’s raffle. A 
big thanks to all those who donated prizes. You will soon receive 
your Trade Exhibition 2014 brochure and all last year’s prizes and 
winners will be featured here. 

Lawson Wight 

http://www.co-gassafety.co.uk/competition.html
http://www.co-gassafety.co.uk/competition.html
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 CPL Visit 

It was an early start for the 12 Guild 
members who visited the CPL bri-
quetting plant at Immingham in Lin-
conshire recently. Members came 
from as far afield as Penzance in Corn-
wall, Surrey and the Yorkshire Dales. 
We were met with a cup of tea and a 
warm welcome from Mr Bob Moses, 
works manager, and his team. 

 

Bob gave us a short and interesting 
presentation on the history of CPL and 
the works, talking us through the pro-
cess which results in a smokeless fuel 
briquette. Then it was on with hats 
and yellow jackets and off round the 

site. We were split in to two groups 
and taken round by two of the team, 
Neil and Ed. I don’t think any of us 
were expecting to learn quite so much 
and a lot if it will be really useful when 
talking to our customers in the future. 
My knowledge of smokeless fuels pri-
or to this was that they did not smoke, 
had little or no flame and produced a 
very acidic soot which gets harder and 
harder if it is not regularly cleaned 
from the chimney. 

 

 

Lawson Wight 

From left to right: Iain Ste-
vens, Sascha Meding, Mar-
tin Tradewell, Gavin Cater, 
Jessica Hays, Stan 
Hutchinson, Lawson 
Wight, Tony Lavin, Bob 
Moses (Works Manager), 
Ralph While-Paddon, Dan-
iel Hodgson, Chris Jaegers, 
Ian Elliot 
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 CPL Visit 

One thing that was apparent from 
the outset was that everything was 
soaking wet and not because of the 
weather. All the roads, the piles of 
raw materials, everywhere is kept 
permanently wet to prevent dust. 
This is both for the safety of the staff 
and to protect the surrounding area. 
Nothing is wasted from the site, 
even all the slurry from the wet dust 
is introduced in to the start of the 
process. We saw how the different 
materials were moved and mixed 
and moved on again through the 
plant. Neil, Ed and the other staff 
were excellent at explaining each 
step in the production and were very 
keen to answer our questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We learned that the process was a 
bit like “baking a cake” and that the 
ingredients depended on which 
product was being made. Different 
products are made for different mar-
kets so certain products for e.g. Ire-
land, UK and Europe may differ 
slightly. As with all baking it is not an 
exact science and it was great to see 
the monitoring and feedback sys-
tems which alert the production staff 
to any problems with the mix and 
the process. It became clear to us 
that there was a real art to produc-
ing the fuels and the staff were obvi-
ously really proud of the jobs they 
do. “Many of us have worked here 
for decades so it is a tight team” Neil 
explained, and production never 
stops, 365 days a year. 

 

 

Lawson Wight 

This is the heat 

output test rig  
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 CPL Visit 

All the physical and chemical process-
es were explained as well as the rea-
sons behind them so by the end of 
the tour we had a good understand-
ing of what was going on. Last stop 
was the testing room where a very 
hot standard open fire was burning a 
standard load of fuel. The test rig sur-
rounding it measures the heat pro-
duced throughout a given burn. The 
data is plotted and compared with 
the standardized norm so any varia-
tions are quickly flagged up. We were 
shown physical product tests. This 
ensures the product is capable of be-
ing loaded and transported several 
times without falling apart. In the lab 
where another team analyzed the 
chemical properties of material going 
in and also the end products to en-
sure consistent quality.  

 

Bob met us at the end of the tour and 
we finished off with a very nice buffet 
lunch and lots more questions. He 
had quite a few questions for us also 
and it turned out that we were the 
first ever group of chimney sweeps to 
have a tour of the works so I think we 
were a bit of a curiosity.  Quite 
flatteringly Bob told us that we 
seemed much more interested in the 
whole process than some of the 
groups they host. 

The trip came about through the col-
laboration between the Guild and CPL 
to produce “The Good Fuel Guide” in 
2012. Our thanks go to Jon Carter, for 
setting up the day and to Bob and the 
staff for being such good hosts. 

I don’t know if we’ll be able to organ-
ize another day like this but I’m sure 
if the team at Immingham are willing 
to suffer another Guild group, there 

will be plenty of takers.  

 

Lawson Wight 

 

 

 

 

Lawson Wight 

These heavy duty 

spinning moulds 

are called “Tyres”  
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 I Hate Wasps 

I was asked to work with a pest con-
troller to sweep out a live wasp nest 
from a chimney last summer, as he 
could not get access the chimney 
top. 

He fired a large poison smoke bomb 
up the chimney, I then sealed the 
fireplace and swept the nest out of 
the top. 

However as we all know most of the 
contents of a chimney comes down during 
sweeping and sure enough 20 seconds later 
we heard a loud noise (which can only be 
described as sounding like a flymo edge 
trimmer) coming from behind my sponge 
block. 

I very carefully peaked through the block, 
and unsurprisingly was greeted by the sight 
of hundreds of very angry but fortunately 
stunned wasps piled up on the hearth. 

 

At that point my bottle went and I left the 
final mopping up to the pest controller. JOB 
DONE! One satisfied customer and one 
very relieved chimney sweep. 

I have a fear (bordering on phobia) of wasps and it was only the assurance of 
the pest controller of my safety, loan of his spare bee suit and having a cus-
tomer at the end of their tether, plagued by wasps in their living room 
24/7,  that I plucked up the courage to do this. 

 

Not the kind of job I care to repeat in a hurry! 

 

Gary Starbuck 
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Chimney Horrors 

There are many more outstanding pictures to see in 

the “Chimney Horrors” section on the new Guild fo-

rum.  

Andy Pattullo, Gloucestershire 

“This stove had 2 computer fans 

fitted above on the closure plate. 

The electric cables were a couple of 

inches from touching the stove pipe 

and were showing signs of melting.”  
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Chimney Horrors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Lawson Wight, Cambridge 

“It’s been a long time since I saw one of these rare objects. A 
genuine hardwood ply closure plate. Really quite rare due to 
them normally going up in smoke.” 

Lawson Wight, Cambridge 

“I decided to do these jobs another day. I have 
seen more swarms of bees in the last month 
than I have in the last four years??”  
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Chimney Horrors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Mark Daniels, West Midlands 

“How not to fit a liner” 

Andrew Taylor, 

Peterborough 

“Hearth is flush 

with the floor” 
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Chimney Horrors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Andrew Taylor, Peterborough 

“I didn't think I'd have too 

much trouble sticking my no-

tice on the MDF.   a wooden 

soot door, what has been in 

use for 25 years !! I only man-

aged to convince the "elderly" 

homeowner to renew the 

whole system by finding a tiny 

hole in the flue, he's got gas 

now. Probably just as well. ” 
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Events Diary 

1st July 

Board Meeting 

 

7th July 

Assessment Day 

 

11th July 

Guild Gala Dinner 

 

12th July 

Guild Trade Show & AGM 

2nd June 

Board meeting 

 

8th-10th June 

Hearth & Home 

 

16th-19th June 

New Member Training / Re-

fresher 

 

20th June 

Assessment Day 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

June 2014 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

July 2014 
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Events Diary 

11th July 2014 

Gala Dinner 

12th July 

Exhibition and AGM 

 

Board Meetings 

2nd June 1st July  5th September 14th November 

 

If any member has an item they wish raised at a board meeting,              

please contact a Board member or email  

info@guildofmasterchimneysweeps.co.uk 

Dates for your diary 

18th—21st 

New Member Training / Re-

fresher 

 

 

 

 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

August 2014 


